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luent enclaves are changing the so-that in India,” says Gulam Zia, National Director,

the squalor out and building fortresses i o o oo e o

partment and the private automobile,

swimming pools, gyms, and green, cleal i st i ot savs
surroundings. What does the gated compfex

is the former Programme Director for
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smaller cities. “People who move in are mostly
provide their denizens what theuipwardly mobile youngsters, who, having seen a
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Walled communities go way back in the histc
human habitation. Ancient towns were surrot
walls to protect inhabitants and their property

global lifestyle are trying to own something like

Research and Advisory Services at Knight Frank
Estate Agents. “For them, the common amenities
like the pool and gym are a major attraction.”
The typical residents are often people who have
returned to India after having spent some time

abroad and are used to Western conveniences. F In the US, gated residential developments fir

and independent researcher George
mean for urban India?

Asia Society India Centre in Mumbai. The impli- many, the transnational community is a place to
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od morning, and in case | don’t see
, good afternoon, good evening, and
ood night!” Truman Burbank (Jim
rey) greets his neighbors with his
ery salutation each morning in the
1998 American satirical comedyh@
Truman Show The sky is blue, the weather is

always perfect, and every house on the street lool
like it has just received a fresh coat of paint. How-
ever, as it turns out, Carrey’s world is bubble con-

structed for a reality TV show that shelters him
from the outside world.

Creating a pristine environment reminiscent of
the Truman show world, the growing numbers of
gated communities coming up across the country
are allowing residents to buy their way out of our
urban mess. Whether it is Hamilton Court in Gur-

gaon, ATS Greens Village in Noida, Palm Meadovexknowledge that there are others who chal-
in Bangalore, Central Park in Delhi, Ashok Towerdenge your belief,” says Rohan Shivkumar,

cations of shutting out the city are worrying for meet like-minded people.

many sociologists and urban planners. “This Shweta Aggarwal is a 24-year-old Delhi girl wh
ghettoisation and moving away from complexi- moved to Chennai for a job at the IFMR Trust afte
ties causes society to remain in a perpetual stateshe completed her master’s from University Col-
lege London. “In moving to a new city,” she says,
“safety was my top concern and given there are
security guards that check and verify people corr
ing in and leaving there is a sense of security at
least. Also the building has a housekeeping and
maintenance department that you can call 24/7
for plumbing, cleaning and other needs. And my
building has a gym and pool that is clean and we
kept.” Aggarwal has enjoyed living at the SIS
Meridian in Chennai. Not knowing the city too
well, it helped to have all her basic needs met

Many residents of these
complexes point to the fact that
though they are separated from
the rest of the city, they form
new communities within closed
walls. *The community has
planned many get-togethers
since there is now a community
hall,Z says one resident

expat population, also comes equipped with a

power back-up. “I don’'t know the language so
this actually reduces my interaction with locals

originated in upscale communities in the 185
had multiplied by the 1980s with gated comn
built around golf courses designed for exclus
prestige. By 2000, Southern Californiass gate
communities expanded to the suburbs.

Gated communities surfaced in the Middle E
compounds for expats, who could wear bikin
even if burqgas on the street.

The Indian model is very like the Latin Ameri
contrast between the global living inside and
ordinary life outside. Ites akin to Braziles *Cor
Fechadose (closed housing estates) or Arger
*Barrios Privadose (private neighbourhood)

Payal Bhoj, 22, is a graduate from Northwest-

behind one gate. The complex, which has a largeern University in Chicago and originally from
Ahmedabad. Having moved to Mumbai for a job,
laundromat, a recreation room and generators forshe elected to live in Planet Godrej at Jacob Circ
— a residential property spread over a five-acre
plot, with 380 apartments. Neighboured by the

and increases my interaction with other migrant chawls of the once-bustling mill area in Central

families. There are three families from North
India on my floor.”
Within the four walls of the gated community

of adolescence. It is important for citizens to

Mumbai, this premium project offers a gym,
squash and tennis courts, a pool and a clubhoust
“As | was living alone with my sister, security was

in Mumbai, or Hiranandani Gardens Powai, these architect and professor at the Kamala Raheja

the residents are offered, at the very minimum, a big point for me and my parents. Also it was con-

emerging enclaves are metaphors of a booming Vidyanidhi Institute. “Separation and exclusivity pool, gym, 24-hour power, clubhouse, water and venient as | am not a member of a club — here |
economy. These large, walled complexes provide are only ways to escape complexity. The ghost waste management systems and a central maintehave all the amenities. Most people in the buildin

their residents with all the amenities they need onof terrorism is harnessed in order to help

a day-to-day basis, reducing their need to venturepeople sell stuff. The result is overcontrol
out. In the ‘secession of the successful’, as this and xenophobia.”

phenomenon has been called, these developments Originally aimed at expats and multinational
shut out the bleaker realities of modern India for companies, these gated communities are now

the well-heeled. As our overburdened cities strug-attracting urban professionals and people living incomplex and even car wash systems.

nance system. There is a stress on security issuesnake use of everything,” says Bhoj, who enjoys t
with a surfeit of security guards and surveillance sense of community the complex provides. “Ther
cameras providing what the local authorities are a lot of expats and newly wed couples, thoug
don't. Often, these communities also have a not everyone knows their neidiours.

school, hospital, spa, restaurants, shopping
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